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Project 01/2007 – A survey of light pollution in Hong Kong 

 

Project Number 01/2007 
 

Project Title 
 

A survey of light pollution in Hong Kong 

Applicant Organization 
 

The University of Hong Kong 

Project summary 
 

The principal investigator (PI) proposed the first 
comprehensive survey of light pollution, a major source 
of energy waste and pollution in Hong Kong, by 
measuring the night sky brightness in various locations 
over a one-year period.  The PI has obtained the pledged 
support from several local astronomical societies and 
participation of experienced sky observers and promoters 
of astronomy. A public webpage will be set up as an 
educational resource for all issues related to light 
pollution and for publicizing the findings. 

 

Project Duration 18 months 
 

Proposed Budget The total budget is $148,000, comprising the following 
items: 
 

1 Research assistant for 6 months $86,000 

Purchasing Sky Quality Meters (SQM) $22,000 

Equipments for SQM calibration including 
astronomical telescopes, accessories and 
CCD cameras 

$30,000 

Setting up webpage $5,000 

General expenses on batteries, postages 
and transportation 

$5,000 

  

Assessments/Remarks The Hong Kong Space Museum (HKSM) which would be 
the major user of the project deliverables has examined 
the proposal and supported the proposal.  HKSM opined 
that the deliverables carry practical values.  A 
territory-wide survey on light pollution would help arouse 
public awareness of the adverse effects of light pollution 
on dark skies, such as hampering astronomical 
observations and doing harm to nocturnal wildlife and 
ecosystems.  Hong Kong Observatory (HKO), though 
does not make astronomical observations, would be 
prepared to help promulgate the information and findings.  
HKO also states that a comprehensive survey of light 
pollution in Hong Kong would improve the understanding 
of local light pollution situation.  With properly crafted 
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light pollution maps, not only sky watchers identify 
suitable places to observe interesting astronomical events, 
the data would form the basis of further study on the 
effects of excessive nocturnal lighting to the environment 
and the society.  It would also facilitate rational 
discussion of the subject in the future. 
 
Members are invited to advise whether the application for 
ECF should be supported and if supported, the exact 
amount of fund to be approved. 
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